Rays of Faith
Aqueedah 103 :: Doctrines of Faith II1
Taught by Sh. Waleed Basyouni
Chapter Three
Belief in Allah’s Books

The Meaning of Belief in the Books

Belief in Allah’s books is a pillar of iman. A person is not a believer without this pillar.
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O yow who-have believed, believe inn Allahv and His Messenger and the Book
that He sent down upon His Messenger and the Scripture which He sent
doww before. And whoever disbelieves invAlladv, His angels, His books, His
messengers;, and the Last Day has certaindy gone fowr astray. [AnwNisa: 136 ]

When we say we believe in the books, we shouldn’t always think a physical book. Only
Musa received tablets in a pre.written format. Allah [swt] wrote the torah for him, no
one else got this. However, not the entire message of Musa was written

These books refer to the verbal messages received by the prophets. It is a verbal
format.

Question: Why does the Qur’an mention books?

Answer: “Kitab” in Arabic means something written. The work kitab comes from the
word kataba which means to combine things together. We call it a book because you
combine things together [chapters, verses, etc.] to make an entire collection. Not
exactly to be written, but it adds up over the years. There are 2 main ways to preserve
this knowledge: through memory or in written format.
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Belief in the Books Entails:

Believing in the previous Books that Allah revealed to His Messengers, included are
those that Allah has specifically mentioned in the Qur’an, such as:

= The scriptures of Ibrahim
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The scriptures of Abvahaw and Moses. [A'la; 19]

» The Zaboor [book of Dawood/David]
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And your Lord is most knowing of whoever is inthe heavens and the earth.
And We have made some of the prophety exceed others [ivv vawiouws ways],
and to- Dawvid We gove the book [of Psalms]. [Isya’: 55]

= The Tawrah [book of Musa/Moses]

Indeed; We sent down the Torah, in which was guidance and light...
[Mavidad: 44 ]

= The Injeel [book of Isa/Jesus]

ThenwWe sent following their footsteps Our messengers aond followed [them/]
withv Jesus, the sonw of Mawy, and gowve him the Gospel. [Hadid: 27 ]

= There are many other books of an unknown number and with unknown names.
Allah says:
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Thew if they deny yow; [O Muhawmmad)] - so-were messengers denied before
you, who-brought cleawr proofy and written ordinances and the
enlightening Scripture: [al.Inwow: 184 ]

= Believing in the Qur’an and that it is the last book Allah revealed.

= Believing in the wahi [revelation]. that Allah spoke these words and that
Jibreel revealed these words to His messengers.

= All of the books are Allah’s words. This entails that Allah speaks.

What is Our Position Regarding the Books Remaining Today [the Tawrah and Injeel]?

By ijma’ it is believed that these books originally were revealed, the Tawrah to Musa
[as] and the Injeel] to ‘Isa [as]. However, the copies remaining today there are three
main opinons:

o Opinion 1: Not a single word is from Allah. The proof sited is that Allah [swt]
Himself said changes have happened to these books, thus they can not be
Allahs pure speech. They emphasized that just by reading the books we’d
see the craziness in them. This is the opinion of ibn Hazm.

o Opinion 2: These books are exactly in the same way that Allah revealed, the
only change is the interpretation, but the books remain the same. Basically,
the only change is in the way we understand and interpret the words. One
proof used is based on a hadeeth that mentions how once some jews would
debating and went to rasulAllah [saws] for mediation. He [saws] was sitting
and under him was a pillow. They asked him [saws] to be an arbitrator.
RasulAllah then asked them to bring the Tawrah, took the pillow, put the
Tawrah on the pillow, and then said “I believe in you and what Allah put in
you.” [ibn Dawood]. This is the position of Imam al.Bukhari for which people
criticize him.

o Opinion 3: Attempt to reconcile the two previous mentioned positions
stating that Imam al.Bukhari has part of the truth and ibn Hazm has part of
the truth. They say that not everything is rejected and not everything can be
accepted exactly as it excists today based on that there are five type of
changes that have happen to these books: (1) part of the text was lost [gap
in chain of time, language, etc.]; (2) additions were made [ex: some people
telling story, witnessing, narrating, it is no Inger the pure word of god]; (3)
incorrect translation occurred; (4) meanings were incorrectly interpreted [ex.
referring to god a father, doesn’t mean god has a son but it was wrongly
interpreted this way]; (5) words and phrases were substituted. This is the
position of ibn al.Qayyim.

There is another opinion that says that there will always remain on this earth an
original copy and we can not completely dismiss. That this original excists somethere
on the earth. This is the position of ibn Taymiyyah.

One thing we are sure of is that change did occur. Allah said:
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Do yow covet [the hope; O believers], that they would believe for yow while av
pauty of them wsed to- heow the words of Allalv and thew distort the Toralv
after they had understood it while they were knowing? [Bagqowah: 75]

0o prs 4 2L S _ .//.:o/}: .5; _
50 et L BT w B GITE il a5
~ Mt AR AR ATIDY I % (4 o 8 v A < v '::

GL——A/;"-J )U\.\J\be\ség\e\)}&;@&;

And fromthose who-savy, "We awe Chwistions” We took their covenant; but
they forgot a portiow of that of which they were reminded. So-We caused

among themm animosity and hatred wnitil the Davy of Resurection. And
Aladv iy going to- inform them about what they used to-do. [Maidadv: 14 ]

In order to preserve the pure Qur’anic environement rasulAllah [saws] did not allow
that those who documented hadeeth to document the Qur’an and vice versa. This way
it would be definitevely known what was Allah’s speech and what were his [saws]
words.

It is ok to narrate the stories from the torah and bible [permissibility is taken from a
hadeeth of rasulAllah] however we don’t say this is exactly the truth yet don’t say it is
not exactly truth. The only limitation is that it not contradict our book [the Qur’an].

Note: None of these books [i.e. the Injeel, Tawrah, etc.] can be a source of driving
legislation.

A question was asked concerning the ahadeeth and the process of isnad, Sh. Waleed

menioned that isnad = chain of narrators. Every hadeeth is translated through a chain
of narrators [ex. fulan said that fulan said that fulan said ... that rasulAllah said ...]
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This person [“fulan”] is measured by 3 things:

1) Who he is

2) How trusted is he [i.e. righteous, trustworthy, honest, etc.]
3) How his memory was known to be [i.e. is it accurate or not]

The ulema have a standard to test the trustworthiness of a person and if the above
don’t apply then a narration will not be taken from that person. If we didn’t have this
process of isnad then everyone would be saying whatever they want, attribute it to our
religion, and our religion would be corrupted, thus this process comes to filter things
through.

Believing in the Last Book: Al.Qur’an
= The Qur’an is the last revelation and the best of Allah’s speech

There is no revelation that was sent after the death of rasulAllah [saws]. This is one
major difference between Sunni and Shia. Shia believe that imams are elegible to
receive revelation from Allah [swt]. They believe that the imams have the authority to
abrigate something that the Qur’an and sunnah say because they have wahi too.
However, Allah [swt] clearly says:
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Prohibited to- yow awe dead animals, blood, the flesh of swine, and that
which hay been dedicated to-other thanw AUah , and [those animals] killed
by strangling or by o violent blow or by ahead-long fall or by the gorving
of horng, and those from which ao wild animal has eaten, except what yow
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[are able to] slaunghter [before ity deativ], and those which awe sacrificed
ow stone altowrs, and [prohibited is] that yow seek decision thwough
divining awrrows. That is grawve disobedience. This day those who- disbelieve
hawve despairved of [defeating] yowr religion; so-feawr thewm not, but fear Me.
This day I have perfected for yow your religion and completed My fowor
upow yow and have approved for yow Islam ay religion. But whoever is
forced by severe hunger with no-inclination to- sin - thenw indeed;, AU is
Forgiving and Merciful. [Ma’idaiv 3]

Thus no one can add to it, subtract to it, or abrigate anything in it.

Some surahs/ayat are better than others, they are not all on the same level. It is not
correct to say that this is being critical of Allah’s words because they are all great but
not all the verses are on the same level. To evaluate, ahl sunnah wal jamm’ah look at
(1) by looking at who made the statement [rasulAllah’s speech vs. the speech of Abu
Bakr]; (2) by looking at the subject of the statement [the verses that talk about Allah’s
names and attributes are better than those on how to distribute the inheritance]. This
is why rasulAllah [saws] said that the greatest verse in the Qur’an is ayat ul.Kursi and
that the best surah is al.Fatiha.

= The Qur’an was revealed in the pure Arabic language to the Prophet Muhammad
ibn Abdullah [saws]

The Arabic language during the time of rasulAllah [saws] was made up of different
dialects. There were different ways of pronouncing things yet the meaning stayed the
same. Before rasulAllah’s death Jibreel came twice to him [saws] and he [saws] read the
Qur’an to him twice according to the dialect of the Quraish.

‘Uthan was the one that cancelled all the other forms in order to not cause confusion
because as more people began converting they began fight over which way was
correct. The sahaba had a counsel and ‘Uthman unified the mushaf in one way, the way
the Quraish pronounced it. ‘Uthman also made another important decison to unify the
order of the mushaf. From these different ways we get the 10 different giraa.

Fun facts: Ibn abu Talib has a mushaf with it’s surahs arranged by the order of
revelation. Ibn Mas’ood’s mushaf was arranged based on where a surah was
revealed [in Mecca or Madinahl].

We still find words in the Qur’an that are not Arabic while Allah says that this Qur’an
was revelaed in a pure Arabic toungue. One most of these examples are related to
names [90% of the non.Arabic words are names] however to this the ‘ulema respond by
saying that you can’t change a name. You can’t change Waleed into John. The other
words that are not names, all are so common in the Arabic language that it was normal
for them.

The Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad ibn Abdullah and was not meant to be

revealed to anyone else. Shia differ in this. They believe that the Qur’an was supposed
to be revealed to Ali but Jibreel accidently revealed it to Prophet Muhammad [saws].

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma 7



This doesn’t make sense because (1) there is a huge age gap between the two and (2)
this implies Allah then would allow for this “mistake” to happen.

* It has been given different names and descriptions

The Qur’an has been given multiple names including:

o al.Dhikr = the reminder; the Qur’an serves as a reminder of where you
are going to end up; it reminds you of Allah’s right upon you, of peoples
rights upon you, and of your purpose; it serves as a reminder because it
is our nature is that we forget

o al.Furgan = the distinguisher [between falsehood and truth]; the Qur’an is

the best way to distinguish between false and truth

al.Rooh: without it you have no soul

al.Huda = guidance

Noor = light; without it your in darkness

al.Kitab: something you honor you preserve

Shifa = cure; the Qur’an was sent down as a healing[ a physical and a

spiritual healing]; it removes doubt

o Rahma = mercy; it’s no ta curse a mercy; those who have the wuran in
their hearts should have a lot of mercy

O O O O O

What are the unique qualities of the Qur’an?

= The Qur’an covers all the teachings of the previous books:

And We have revealed to-yow, [O Muhawmmad/], the Book in truth,
confurming that which preceded it of the Scripture and as o criterior over
it. So-judge between them by what AUalv has revealed and do- not follow
their inclinationsy away from what has come to- yow of the trutiv. To-each of
yowWe prescribed o law and o method. Had Allah willed; He would have
made yow one natiow [united inw religion], but [He intended/] to-test yow
imvwhat He has givenw you; so-race to- [all that is] good. To-AUadv iy your
returnw all together, and He will [then] inform yow concerning that over
which yow used to- differ. [Ma’idadv: 48]

= Allah promised to safeguard it:
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Indeed, it is We who- sent down the Qui'anv and indeed, We will be ity
guardiow. [Hir: 9]

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma 8



It will be protected until the Day of Judgement. Right before then the entire Qur’an will
vanish, literally. Everyone will open up the mushaf and nothing will be in it because no
body will believe it. This is after all the believers die.

Iman in the Qur'an Has Two Levels

1) The first level is the rukn of iman and leaving it is kufr [Nawaqid al.Iman]. It
include believing that the Qur’an as the word of Allah, was revealed to
Muhammad [saws], it is the last revelation, was delivered completely, is
protected from addition and subtraction, and is a source of legisalation. If any
of these are missing you are in kufr.

2) The second level includes obligations and recommendations. Leaving them is
not kufr. This included applying all it’s rules, reading it, memorizing it,
understanding it, etc. The Qur’an orders us to do some obligations and some
recommendations.

Side Note: not being an expert in Arabic is not an excuse to not memorize.

Aisha narrated that rasulAllah [saws] was told about a man who recited surat

al.Ikhlas [“Qulhu Allahu ahad...”] evertime he prayed, and would spend the

entirve night prayer. He [saws] asked them to ask this man why? The man said
that he did so because he loved this surah. RasulAllah rvesponded, tell him that

Allah loves him. [Bukhari]

Al.Qur’an: The Greatest Miracle

The Qur’an is the greatest miracle when you look the wording of it. For those who say
propeht Muhammad made it up, it’s important to note that the Qur’anic science,
meaning, and eloquence is beyond the capabilities of rasulAllah.

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma

In the language. The Qur’an was revealed to a people with a high level of fluency of
the Arabic language yet the Qur’an came and brought a challenge to the people of
the time to come up with another way and until this day no one has been able to do
so. The language of the Qur’an is incredible in that so many meanings can be
derived from one section. For example: when Allah [swt] spoke to the mother of
Musa [as]. He says if you worry about him, breastfeed him, and then take him to
the river and in a wooden box throw him in. Why throw? Because she didn’t need to
worry about him, Allah would take over completely from there on out. But then why
breastfeed him if Allah will take care of him? This is an example; that we do
everything possible in our hand and then leave the rest to Allah.

The Qur’an also speaks of things that happened in the past. RasulAlah [saws] had
no knowledge of writing or reading and the things of the past was not something
common in his society. To know things of the past and future was unknown to him.
The meanings that the Qur’an carried is a message that no one could think of,
including the prophecies in the Qur’an. In surah Masad, abu Lahab heard that he
would be in the hellfire yet he didn’t do anything against it because it was a
prophecy.



= The descriptions of unknown matters to rasulAllah or anyone of that time. For
example the Qur’an speaks of the development of the child in the womb, of a
splitting in the moon, waters coming together, these are all things they had no
knowledge of.

= The effect it has. Qur’an has a power on peoples heart:
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And those who- disbelieve savy, "Do- not listen to-this Quir'anw and speaks
noisily during [the recitatiow of] it that perhapys yow will overcome:.”
[Fussilat: 41]

Sh. Waleed told us of a time he went to a Catholic church to give a talk and he recited
part of surat al.Nahl. At the end a lady and man came and said, “what you read is
unbelievable.” The Qur’an has power. Nohing can cover the power of it.

= |It’s free of contradictions. It took 23 years to complete the revelation of the Qur’an
yet there are no contradictions or changes in message. If a man or woman were to
write a book over 23 yrs there would be fluctuations but the Qur’an was the same
from beginning to end. If this book were from other than Allah there would be
many contradictions, yet in the Qur’an there are none.

Advice from Sh. Waleed: As a student of knowledge get close to the words of
Allah [swt]; never neglect the Qur'an; read, memorize, recite, everyday.

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma 10



Believing in Allah’s Messengers

Believing in the messengers is a pillar of iman. A person is not a believer without this
pillar.
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The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to-him from his Lovd,
and [so-hawve] the believers. AU of them hawve believed in AUadv and His
angels ond His books aond His messengers;, [saying], "We make no-
distinction between any of His messengers.” And they savy, "We heow and we
obey. [We seek] Your forgiveness;, owr Lovd, and to-Yow is the [final]
destination.” [Bagqarai: 285]

Definitions:
Nabiyy [pl. anbiya’] = prophet
Rasool [pl. rusul] = messenger

Is Every Nabiyy a Rasool and Vice Versa?
Amongst the ‘ulema [scholars] there are verious positions.

= Opinion 1: The first group said there is no difference between the two [i.e. evry
prophet is a messenger and every messenger is a prophet]. Linguistically nabiyy
means informed, been told, and also it could mean tanabaa, to predict
something, while messenger [rasool], means someone was sent with a message.
This is the opinion Sh. Waleed follows.
o Proof: Logic. If someone gets a revelation, he will deliver the message.
=  Opinion 2: This second group said there is a distinction.
o Proof: There is a linguistic difference exhibited in the following hadeeth
and ayah.

The hadeeth of abu Dhavr [ral:
RasulAllah [saws] was asked about the number of the prophets and messengers.
He replied that there were 124,000 prophets among whom 315 were messengers.
[Ahmad, ibn Hibban, at.Tabaranee]

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma 11
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And We did not send before you any messenger or prophet except that when he
spoke [or recited], Satan threw into it [some misunderstanding]. But Allah
abolishes that which Satan throws in; then Allah makes precise His verses. And
Allah is Xnowing and Wise. [al.Haj: 52]

Did it end there? Nol!!l

The first group refuted saying that the above hadeeth by abu Dharr is very weak. They
say that two of the narrators, ‘Ali ibn Yazeed and Muadh ibn Dufa’ are weak narrators.
They also say that linguistic definitions should not be given priority over technical
meanings.

If there is a difference, what are they?
= Opinion 1: A prophet [nabiyy] can receive a message but is not deliver it while a
messenger [rasul] is ordered to spread/deliver the message.
= Opinion 2: Prophets were ordered to follow the book of another but messengers
were revealed a book.
= QOpinion 3: Prophets were sent to believers, but messengers were sent to the
non believers.

Refutations:
= To opinion 1: RasulAllah [saws] said Adam [as] was the first prophet so it
would make no sense to say prophets follow a previous book because there
were no prophets before Adam [as].
= Opinion 2: There is no proof for this claim. It goes against verses where
Allah told us about warning.

Why Did Allah Send Messengers?

So we can worship Him [swt]. He sent His messengera to serve as delagators between
Him and us. Without prophets we would be lost in darkness. He sent them to guide us
on the straight path so that mankind can keep justice on the land. Allah [swt] also sent
His messengers so no one can claim they didn’t know or recieve the message after the
messenger because Allah would never punish until he sends a messenger.

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma 12
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Whoever iy guided iy only guided for [the benefit of] his soul. And whoever
ervy only errsy agaivut it. And no-bearer of burdens will beaw the burden of
another. And never would We punish until We sent o messenger. [Isyov:15]

The Meaning of Belief in the Messengers
= 25 prophets/messengers are named in the Qur’an. Sh. Waleed noted where
Allah [swt] mentions some of His messengers in the Qur’an including:
o Ibreheem/Abraham [6:83]
Hud [11:50]
Salih [11:61]
Shu’ayb [11:84]
Adam and Nuh/Noah [3:33]
Ishmael and Idris [21:85]
Muhammad [48:29]

O O O 0O O O

= There has been debate whether some are prophets or not. The vast majority of
the ‘ulema don’t consider Lugman a prophet because Allah [swt] calls him
al.hakim. However, the wise man al.Khidar, form the story of Musa, is
considered a prophet by the majority of the ‘ulema. Other than these two, the
‘ulema agreed on the 25 mentioned.

The exact number of prophets/messengers sent by Allah [swt] is unknown.
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And We howve already sent messengers before yow. Among them are those
[whose stories] We have related to-yow, and among them are those [whose
stories] We hawve not related to- yow. And it was not for any messenger to-

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma 13



bring v sigw [ov verse] except by permission of Alladv . So-when the
command of Alav comes, it will be concluded inv trutih, ond the falsifiers
will thereupow lose [all)]. [Ghafir: 78]

Why did Allah not tell us about these other unmentioned prophets and messengers?
It’s enough of an example with the ones we have. He [swt] spoke mostly about the
prophets of the children of Israel because this ummah will follow their example thus
Allah shows us the good and the bad they did. The Qur’an speaks of these prophets in
detail because they are more relatable to jews and christians.

= All the prophets and messengers have no divine attributes. Allah wanted to
counter the claim that they be viewed as gods, in order to remind us that they
are human so we can follow them, but that’s it. Allah [swt] also wanted to make
it clear that although they have miracles which could cause people to think that
they are god [ability to tell of unseen, to rais ethe dead, to cure theill, etc.]
these miracles make them a special human but not a nonhuman. Messengers
eat and walk in the markets, thus they need food and need to shop. They can’t

create.
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And We did not send before yow;, [O Muhammad], oy of the messengers
except that they ate food and walked in the markets. And We have made
some of yow [peoble] as trial for others - will yow hawe patience? And ever iy
your Lovd; Seeing. [Furgan: 20]

= Are there messengers of the jinn? There are messengers from the jinn, sent to
the jinn, but never were jinn prophets sent to humans.
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"O company of juwv and mankind, did there not come to- yow messengers
from among yow, relating to-yow My verses and worning yow of the
meeting of this Day of yours?" They will say, "We beow witness against
owrselves’; and the worldly life had deluded them, and they will beowr
witness against themselves that they were disbelievers. [Anwam: 130]

= All prophets and messengers were male. The majority opinion is that all
prophets and messengers were male.

etV Ot

pt .~ z % T~
PSSO B et G L e [
PR, A2l G 2A 2

(ORSTEREPJCN

And We sent not before yow, [O Muhawmmad)], except men to-whom Wes
revealed [the message/], so-ask the people of the message if yow do- not know.
[Anbiyo: 7]

Amoung the scholars who believed there was a female prophet were ibn Hazm and
Imam al.Qurtubi who both believed Mariam/Mary [the mother of ‘Isa] was a prophet.
Some also said Hawa/Eve and the mother of Musa/Moses [as] were prophets.

o Proof: They say that Allah [swt] sent Jibreel to Mariam and that anyone
who an angel comes to with a message is a prophet. They also say that
Allah [swt] says, “Oh Mariam you have been chosen by Allah,” [38: 46-47]
and chosen means she has been chosen as a prophet.

o Majority rebutle: The majority refute siting when rasulAllah spoke about a
man who was traveling and an angel came down to tell him he is loved,
this man was not a prophet. They also state that if your just looking for
the word ‘chosen’ this isn’t the only time it was used. Last, Allah [swt]
said Jesus was not but a messenger and Mariam was as.sadiga [a truthful
woman], had she been a prophet Allah would have called her a prophet
and not called her by the lesser title, truthful woman.

= Muslims must believe that Allah sent all His messengers to call people to
worshipping Alalh alone [i.e. at. Tawheed]. They were all also ordered to pray,
give charity, to perform a type of pilgrimage/hajj, to speak of the Day of
Judgment, and to encourage people to possess good manners.

= Muslims must believe that Allah has chosen the prophets. Prophethood is not
something one can earn through effort.

= Allah sent them with miracles in support of their call.
o Allah mentions miracles as ayat ul.anbiya’ [signs of prohethood].
Mu’jizah is the Arabic term for miracle. The first to use the term
‘mu’jizah’ were not ahl sunnah but the mu’tazila; however the people of
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ahl sunnah never had an issue using it because the meaning was
acceptable

o A prophet may be given more than one miracle

o Miracles match the time and age of the prophets. For example Musa [as]
came around the time when magicians were popular, so he came to
challenge them. ‘Isa [as] came when medicine was popular, so he came to
challenge his people with healing. RasulAllah [saws] came during a time
when people were fascinated by their language so the Qur’an came to
challenge that.

o What is the difference between miracles of prophets and the supernatural
acts of magicians?

= Miracles were beyond supernatural things that could happen to
anyone else. Supernatural things could happen even to magicians
and righteous people [ex. Mariam would get out of season fruit]
but miracles are beyond the ability of any creation [ex. traveling
from one place to another quickly]

= Any miracle that was given to a prophet before rasulAllah [saws],
rasulAllah had it, and more [Allah split the sea for Musa, Allah split
the moon for rasulAllah]

o The miracles [mu’jizah] of the prophets and the miracles [karamat] of the
awliya.The miracles that happen to the saints/righteous people are
indeed in itself a miracle but that miracle can only be reached from
following a prophet

= Are the prophets infallible? Infallible = neve wrong. They’re infallibility comes
because Allah [swt] will not leave them in their mistake and will correct them. If
Allah allows them to make the mistake in the first place to show their humanity
[that they are humans like everyone else]. However, the ‘ulema agree that
prophets will never commit major sins such as kufr or immoral or indecent acts
[fornication or lie] and if they commit a minor sin, they will repent immediately.
But they do make mistakes [ex. Adam [as] ate of the tree and Musa [as] stood on
the side of the jew before hearing who truly was at fault and subsequently killed
him]. Sh. Waleed mentioned the story of the blind cousin of Khadija [as] who
responded to rasulAllah saying he wanted to learn more, and rasulAllah turned
and frowned thinking that it was a new muslim and noticing it was him who
already was Muslim. Soon after, surah ‘Abasa came from Allah. RasulAllah was
so excited to get a new revelation and then had to go out and tell the people of
his mistake. This keeps him [saws] humble and human.

This religion is based on self-criticism, we work to correct ourselves.

= Are the prophets equal or of varying levels?
o Allah does favor certain prophets over others. However, we as humans,

are not allowed to do the differentiating.

o We’re not allowed to differentiate/discredit or say bad of one prophet
over another. If you favor, you must keep the dignity of the others. Allah
[swt] has chosen the best prophets: Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, ‘Isa, and
Muhammed, but doesn’t discredit anyone else
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o If we favor between them, we use general statements and do not favor
them against each one another [ex. we can not say, rasulAllah is better
than Musadl

The true value of a person appears in the time of calamity. It never appears in

the time of convenience.

= Prophets and Messengers are better then ALL other people. This is one area that
sets us apart from the shia and many sufi doctrine who have the notion that
saints are higher than prophets.

What is the Miracle of Hud?

Hud challenged his people to harm him in any way. They accepted and failed.

What is the benefit of belief in the prophets and messengers?

They serve as role models

Serves as a reminder that people of faith go through trials and
tribulations

It’s part of our faith

Loving them means we’ll be gathered with them in the hereafter.
RasulAllah said that we will be reunited with those that we love
Learn to trust Allah as they did

Great model of dawah

Obtain Allah’s love

Understand better that there is a struggle between good and evil.
These messengers were nice and polite, yet still people spoke ill of
them [ex. Firown spoke bad of Musa]

Gives you dignity and a sense of pride that as Muslims we follow
the steps of rasulAllah, Musa, ‘Isa, etc.

Special Qualities of the Prophets

. Al.Wahy [revelation]

. Al.lsmah [infallibility]

. Their eyes sleep while their hearts stay awake

. The earth cannot dissolve their bodies

. Their souls are not taken without their consent

. They see the angels in their original form

. They are buried where they die

. They do not pass on any inheritance

. They leave a speacial kind of life in heir graves; their souls are in the heavens

Some individual prophets may have special qualities which distinguish them from the
other prophets and messengers. This includes Adam [as] who was created with no
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father and no mother, ‘Isa [as] who was born with no father/virgin birth, Musa [as] for
whom Allah wrote the Torah, rasulAllah [saws] being the last messenger, etc.

Believing in Prophet [saws] Muhammad’s Prophethood

= Believing that he is Muhammad ibn Abdullah ubn Mutalib al.Qarayshi; born in
Makkah, passed away in Madinah; he had several names [Muhammad, Ahmed,
al.Mabhi, al.Hashir, al.Aqib]

= We believe he was sent to ALL humankind and jinn
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And We have not sent yow except comprehensively to- mankind as av bringer
of good tidings and o wawrner. But most of the people do- not know.
[Sabow: 28]

= We believe in the truth of everything he informed us of and fulfill his sunnah by
following what he commanded and leaving that which he forbade [he doesn’t speak
from his own desires thus whatever he says is absolute truth; this is why we should
obey him]. Sh. Waleed then related some stories of how the sahabah would obey to
the max. He told about how in the beginning everyone would pray facing Jerusulem
and once while in rukooh they announced the giblah changed to Makkah, they
simply moved from north to south while in rukooh.

RastdAUav once told his sahaba, “I love my brothers,” they asked; “I
thought we are your brothers.” RasulAUad clarified; “yow are my
companions; my brothers are the ones that will comes after my death and
I hawe not seenvthemw yet.”

Owthe Day of Judgment every personw will care ovly about saving their soul
owthe sawying “nafsi nafsi,” yet rasudAladv [sows] will be found saying,
“uwmmattc wmmott” ond will ask for his nationw to-be saved.

This is why we love rasulAllah, because of all of this! Anyone who studies his
character will love him, his gentleness, his leadership. They will love how he
was as a teacher, father, husband; how he was with those that agreed with him
and those what didn'’t.

Sh. Waleed also mentioned the story when rasulAllah [saws] sat with ibn Abaas as a
child on his right [child] and Abu Bakr on his left [older]. RasulAllah drank water and
asked Abaas is he could give water to Abu Bakr first since he was older. Abaas was
sitting to the right of rasulAlalh [saws] and had the right to drink first, then answered,

The Rays of Faith :: Q. Ruhma 18



“no, | wouldn’t give someone else the chance to drink right after you,” so rasulAllah
gave it to him [Abaas] and smiled.

* Loving the Prophet [saws] is part of loving Allah
=  You will not be a believer until you learn to love the Prophet [saws] more than you
love your family

Anas reported, “none of you believes until I am movre beloved to him than his
parents, children, and all people.” [Bukhari and Muslim]

* Loving the Prophet [saws] is a great act of worship

= We honor, respect him, and support him and his sunnah; respecting the
rasulAllah’s [saws] hadeeth is part of our iman

= We take him as our role model

When we talk about taking rasulAllah [saws] as a role model, this means we take him
as a model in the way we pray, fast, and perform our acts of ‘ibaddah.

The real scholars follow rasulAllah [saws] in all manners, small or big.

Question: Do we have to take rasulAllah as a role model in EVERYTHING he did?
Answer: No. The actions of rasulAllah [saws] are classified into different categories:

1. Religious duties or as an explanation of Islam: Ex. the way the verses of the
Qur’an were understood or the way of dealing with non.Muslims, how to
perform Hajj, etc.

2. What he did that was only expected of him: Ex. fasting continuously, marry
more than 4 wives, used to sleep and then pray without wudu’, etc.

3. The things he did for a reason because of his positon: Ex. he was a leader, a
judge, thus he declared war, peace, and punishments. This can only apply to
those who represent the same position as rasulAllah [i.e. a judge, leader, etc.]

4. The things he did as part of his culture [non.sunnah acts]: In these cases he is
not a role model for us. We don’t need to imitate him in these regards because
he did so as a way of following the culture of his time. However, if you do these
things out of love for him is ok as long as it’s not done regularly [ex. wearing a
turban]. Basically, if he didn’t ask you to copy him, you do not need to make it a
habit.

= He is the seal of the prophets
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Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is] the
Messenger of Allahv and last of the prophets. And ever is Allah, of all things;
Knowing. [‘Ahgal: 40]
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= We study his life and affairs [seerah]; ibn Saa’d said that they used to teach the
stories of rasulAllah [saws] just like they’d teach the verses of the Qur’an

= We love his family and companions

Nullifiers of Belief in RasulAllah [saws]

1. Believing that he has lied or that something which he said is not true

2. Turning from his guidance and changing his religion; this includes not taking
sunnah and “just Qur’an”

3. Doubting him or his religion

4. Hating him, what he brought, or not being comfortable with something in
legislation [disliking it for yourself is fine; but hating the legislation is not ok]

5. Criticizing him and mocking him or his sunnah; making fun of a person is a sin
but mocking the concept of sunnah is kufr

6. Loving his enemies

7. Enmity towards him and fighting against his sunnah

Sh. Waleed’s Words of Wisdom: It’s very easy to have principles in life; but it’s
very difficult to live up to them.

Evidence for Prophet Muhammad’s [saws] Prophethood

= The eternal miracle: the Qur’an

Disputes about the Qur’an:

o Many claimed that rasulAllah [saws] was mad, however he’d never said
anything crazy before.

o Others claimed he’d been possessed by jinn. It’s impossible to say 114
chapters worth of wisdom if you’re possessed.

o Also, rasulAllah could not read or write Arabic, usually if someone writes
something they need to practice and write drafts, especially to keep
consistency in the message. But rasulAllah said everything on the spot and
there is an unprecedented consistency in his message that spans over period
of 23 years of revelation.
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And yow did not recite before it any scripture; nor did yow inscribe one
withv your right hand. Otherwise the falsifiers would have had [caunse for]
doubt. [‘Ankabut: 48]

* The similarity of his message to that of the previous messages. This is so
because they all come from the same source.
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Indeed; those who-disbelieve in Allalh and His messengers and wish to-
discriminate between Alalh and His messengers and savy, "We believe in
some ond disbelieve invothers;” and wish to-adopt o wayy in betweer -
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Say, "I amv not something oviginal among the messengers, nor do-I know
what will be done withy me or withv yow. I only follow that which is revealed
to-me; and I amv not but av clear warner.” [Ahqaf: 9]

= His shariah
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Say, "I only advise yow of one [thing] - that yow stand for AUadv, [seeking

truth] ivpains and individually, and thew give thought.” There iy not in

your compoanionw any madness. He is ondy o warner to- yow before o severe
punishiment. [Saba’: 46 ]

= Knowledge of some of the matters of the unseen despite being illiterate. How
could an illiterate person describe the child in the womb, space, and mountains
1400 years ago? It is beyond our abilities without the technology we have today.
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* Prophecies of his coming in the previous scriptures
*= His characteristics and manner of living
= His miracles

Imagine a man that comes out of the people of the desert or Arabia that starts
talking about making a state where they elect a leader, who advocates for
social justice, establishing a system of justice, and economic stability, of
protecting the people, of environment issues, of the importance of going green.
Who addresses the need to conserve natural vesources, discussing rights of the
weak, of the orphans, of women. A man who wrote the first treaty to preserve
the minority rights when he moved to Madinah, who taught his followers to
respect the beliefs of others. Someone who talked about torturing animals
leading to hell fire, giving animals their due rights, and encouraging his
followers to care about this. A man who talked about issues related to hygiene,
healthy sustainability, the beauty of legislation, the concept of patience, of
human psychology, of optimism, of maintaining a positive attitude, of
children’s rights, and much more. This was rasulAllah [saws].

Why would someone in his position want to lie about prophethood?
Possible motivations and refutations:
* Money: He didn’t have any. He used to sleep on the floor.
* Fame: He didn’t attribute the book or the message to himself. He never had a
legacy written in his name and did not allow for his children to rule after him.
= Power/Political: He said if he were offered the sun, he still would not leave the
religion for it.
= Mentally lliness: He never had any physical illness, no seizures, nothing that
would point to him being mentally ill.
=  Poetry: He didn’t know any poetry.

Our love for rasulAllah should not be a reaction and it should not be based on
excitement. Our love for him should be based on very clear reasons, because he
loved us so much.
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